
Introduction
My name is [FULL NAME].  As a member of the public I would like to present the idea for an international crime of Ecocide in order for [NAME OF COUNCIL] to support this and trigger more political support on a UK and global level.  
The problem
Today in 2012 we are seeing mass damage and destruction to people and the planet on a scale never seen before in history.  We have learnt that there are nine planetary boundaries which are vital to ensure that the Earth system supports life, which if crossed will have devastating consequences for all life. We have already crossed three and are rapidly moving towards crossing others. 
We need to wake up and act before it is too late. The root cause of these problems is that at the moment, the number one rule that governs our world is that corporations must maximise profit to shareholders, even if this means profit out of mass damage and destruction to people and planet.   
To achieve true sustainable development we need to create an international crime of Ecocide which puts a stop to this.  
Ecocide is defined as the extensive destruction, damage to or loss of ecosystems of a given territory by human agency or other causes to such an extent that peaceful enjoyment of the inhabitants of that territory has been severely diminished.
There are two types:
1) manmade ecocide, caused by a human agency. 
2) naturally occurring ecocides essentially an act of God. 
Man made ecocide often occurs at the hands of a corporation for example the Athabasca tar sands.  We cannot hold a company criminally liable but we can hold those in a position of superior responsibility, those who make the decisions for example a CEO personally liable.  Ecocide is also a crime of strict liability, meaning that intent does not need to be proved.  This will make prosecution easier.  
Naturally occurring ecocides are different, and include climate change. A crime of Ecocide imposes a legal duty of care on States to provide that assistance to those facing naturally occurring Ecocide. 
The two types of Ecocide are not entirely separate.  By stopping man made ecocides such as the Athabasca tar sands oil extraction we significantly reduce CO2 emissions giving rise to anthropogenic climate change, which is a naturally occurring Ecocide.  
Aim of law
This law is aimed to put a stop to dangerous industrial activity.  CEOs are unlikely to continue business which is giving rise to Ecocide as they could be held personally liable for this.  Shareholders won’t invest and banks also won’t loan if they could face criminal prosecution for funding Ecocide. Investment and subsidies will be redirected to cleaner energies and create green jobs. If Ecocide continues then restorative justice will be used to ensure the damage to people and planet is truly addressed and restored as far as possible.   
It is already an international crime to cause widespread, long-term and severe damage to the natural environment during war time.   Legal definitions of what constitutes Ecocide in war time are already in place. 
We also have the criminal court in pace which would be a court of last resort but would ensure that the law was enforced.  
All we need to do is get an amendment to the Rome Statute to include Ecocide as the fifth crime against peace.
It only takes one party to the Rome Statute to call for an amendment for this to be reviewed.  Then 80 signatories to the Rome Statute to be declared a lawful amendment. 
A commitment to making ecocide a crime can be announced at the Earth Summit in June.
We are proposing that the law of Ecocide comes into force in 2020 which would allow an 8 year transition phase for businesses to turn themselves around and stop their destructive practices. 
The UK coming on board and voting in favour of a law of Ecocide is critical.
[NAME OF COUNCIL] can play a significant role in making this happen.  [NAME OF CITY] stands out in history for [GIVE REASON].  If [NAME OF COUNCIL] stands up and demonstrates bold moral, courageous leadership through supporting an international law of Ecocide it can trigger the political process which can make this crime a reality.  It can reach out to local MPs, to the UK Government and ensure that the UK votes in favour of making Ecocide a crime. 

